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Rural Development in China

China has, since 1976, been enmeshed in an extraordinary program of renewal and
reform. The obvious changes—the T-shirts, blue jeans, makeup and jewelry worn by
Chinese youth; the disco music blaring from radios and loudspeakers on Chinese streets;
the television antennas mushrooming from both urban apartment complexes and suburban
peasant housing; the bustling free markets selling meat, vegetables and clothing in China's
major cities—reflect a fundamental shift in the government's policy toward the economy
and political life. Although doubts about the long-term commitment to reform arose after
the student protests in December 1986 and the dismissal of Party General Secretary Hu
Yaobang in January 1987, the scope of reform has been so broad and the pace of change
so rapid, that the post-Mao era fully warrants Den Xiaoping's description of it as the
\"second revolution\" undertaken by the Chinese Communist Party.

Governance, Social Organisation and Reform in Rural China

This study focuses upon governance and social organisation within the Chinese village
and explores the extent to which farmers have autonomy vis-a-vis their economic and
political activities in an attempt to understand the relationship between farmers and the
state in a rapidly changing China.

Interpreting China's Development

In \"Interpreting China's Development\

Organizing Through Division and Exclusion

This is an original and comprehensive examination of China's hukou (household
registration) system, a system that fundamentally determines the Chinese way of life and

shapes China's sociopolitical structure and socioeconomic development.

Rural Livelihoods in China
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In recent decades, China has undergone rapid economic growth, industrialisation and
urbanisation concomitant with deep and extensive structural and social change, profoundly
reshaping the country’s development landscape and urban-rural relationships. This book
applies livelihoods approaches to deepen our understanding of the changes and
continuities related to rural livelihoods within the wider context of political economy of
development in post-socialist China, bridging the urban and rural scenarios and probing
the local, national and global dynamics that have impacted on livelihood, in particular its
mobility, security and sustainability. Presenting theoretically informed and empirically
grounded research by leading scholars from across the world, this book offers
multidisciplinary perspectives on issues central to rural livelihoods, development, welfare
and well-being. It documents and analyses the processes and consequences of change,
focusing on social protection of mobile livelihoods, particularly rural migrants’ citizenship
rights in the city, and the environmental, social and political aspects of sustainability in the
countryside. This book contributes to the current scholarly and policy debates, and is
among the first attempts to critically reflect on China’s market transition and the associated
pathways to change. It will be of interest to students in international development studies,
China studies, social policy, public health, political science, and environmental studies at
undergraduate and postgraduate levels, as well as academics, policy makers and
practitioners who are concerned with China’s human and social development in general,
and agriculture and rural livelihoods in particular.

Dynamics of Local Governance in China During the Reform Era

Since the Chinese economic reform was realized in the early 1990s, a significant
revolution has been launched socially, economically, and politically in China. At present,
China is an indispensable actor in the international arena, so that the
transitionsdomestically bring about substantial influence on the whole world. Dynamics of
Local Governance in China during the Reform takes close look at China's current
transformation and its broader implications. Through their thought-provoking essays,
thecontributors to this volume dissect China's transformation by examining various topics
in the field of contemporary China studies, such as rural industrialization, development of
civic society, socio-economic transformation and local self-governance.

Organizations and Growth in Rural China

Economic analysis of the relations between organization behaviour of communes and
economic growth in rural area China - reviews land reform, early rural cooperatives, and
transition to the rural commune, analysing its structure and function; includes two case
studies of agricultural development and rural industry growth rate and income; looks at the
private sector, notably household income level; discusses collective income distribution at
brigade level, impact of recent economic reforms, etc. Bibliography, graphs, references,
statistical tables.
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Rise and Decline and Rise of China

Running like a red thread through this book are the manifestations of Sino-African relations
dating back many centuries. In this way, The Rise and Decline and Rise of China:
Searching for an Organising Philosophy takes forward the work MISTRA conducted on the
Mapungubwe society, one of the advanced states that existed in southern Africa some 800
years ago. What makes this research report unique, though, is that the treatment of these
iIssues has been undertaken primarily from an African perspective.

Organizing Rural China — Rural China Organizing

This book is about how rural China is organized. Based on extensive fieldwork the authors
present examples of both top-down and bottom-up social organizing and analyse the
interplay between external and local actors.

Democracy and the Rule of Law in China

Democracy and the Rule of Law in China is intended to make available to English-
language readers debates among prominent Chinese intellectuals and academics over
issues of political, constitutional, and legal reform; modes of governance in urban and rural
China; and culture and cultural policy. The writers included in this book are individuals
whose views have drawn some attention in the formulation of party and government policy,
including the editor, Yu Keping, a prominent party intellectual, vice-director of the Central
Compilation and Translation Bureau.

Governance, Social Organisation and Reform in Rural China

This study focuses upon governance and social organisation within the Chinese village
and explores the extent to which farmers have autonomy vis-a-vis their economic and
political activities in an attempt to understand the relationship between farmers and the
state in a rapidly changing China.

Change Of China's Rural Community: A Case Study Of Zhejiang's
Jianshanxia Village

This book analyzes the industrialization process of Jianshanxia, a mountain village in
Zhejiang Province, and its organizational changes since China's reform and opening-up.
As a small mountain village far from the city, Jianshanxia Village used its contingent funds
to open up a factory collectively owned by the village. At that time, it was common for city
dwellers to run a factory in cities but this was still rare in rural areas. The book analyzes
how the village could quickly claim a large market share of the domestic electric mosquito
incense market. The successful industrialization of the village increased the income of the
villagers, improved its appearance and enhanced its collective economic strength. In
retrospect, the transformation of this village was a miracle and a typical example of
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industrialization of township enterprises in China.

The State and Society of China

This book places the topic of the state and society in the context of modern development
in China over the past century, investigating the dynamic relation and internal tension
between the state’s power enhancement and society’s vitality activation instead of simply
regarding the country and society as two separate entities. Building a modern country and
activating the people’s vitality involves three closely linked and mutually supporting
aspects: establishing the identity recognition of the people to unite the nation; adjusting the
organizational system of the society to promote mobilization and institute a social incentive
system; and determining dominant strategies and means for the interaction between the
country and society to address social-governance issues. This book carefully sheds light
on the logic behind China’s roundabout strategy for building a modern country and
motivating the vitality of its people.

China's Reforms at 30

This is a comprehensive, interpretive, economic history of China since 1949. It presents
the recent dramatic changes in China's approach to economic organization and
development in a historical context. Riskin attempts to make sense of the emergence of
the Maoist assault on Soviet-type central planning, its accomplishments, failures, and
ultimate defeat; as well as to examine in some detail the new policies that have come
about in reaction to that story and to expose their inner contradictions and uncertainties.

Township Governance and Institutionalization in China

This unique volume takes a very different approach to township or xiangzhen governance.
It explores the structural constraints on township governance and the way that these
constraints influence the day-to-day behavior of Chinese rural grassroots government
leaders. Based on thoroughgoing interviews with township and village cadres and
villagers, the book depicts how individual actions affect and are affected by the underlying
institutional arrangements and hence captures the dynamic micro functions of grassroots
government as well as macro evolutions of overarching political institutions in China. The
down-to-earth presentation of this book engages readers to deeply feel the genuine life
and dilemmas of cadres at the rural grassroots levels in China.The goal of this book is to
analyze the fiscal standing, power structure and public service functions of township
governments in the context of its subtle relationships with upper level governments as well
as with sub-level villages and the rural grassroots society. Its comprehensive
documentation and in-depth discussion provide the best depiction of rural governance in
contemporary China.
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The Political Economy of Rural Development in China, 1978-1999

Summary: The study draws extensively on Chinese government and other sources to
provide a detailed and up-to-date picture of the current state of China's public expenditure
policies, the main reforms that are being undertaken, and the problems that remain to be
resolved. Topics covered: key characteristics of China's budget and recent trends; the
allocation of spending; the uneven pattern of fiscal decentralization; gaps between
expenditure needs and fiscal resources for local governments and their consequences.--
Publisher summary.

Rural Politics in Contemporary China

This collection provides an overview of China’s rural politics, bringing scholarship on
agrarian politics from various social science disciplines together in one place. The twelve
contributions, spanning history, anthropology, sociology, environmental studies, political
science, and geography, address enduring questions in peasant studies, including the
relationship between states and peasants, taxation, social movements, rural-urban
linkages, land rights and struggles, gender relations, and environmental politics. Taking
rural politics as the power-inflected processes and struggles that shape access and control
over resources in the countryside, as well as the values, ideologies and discourses that
shape those processes, the volume brings research on China into conversation with the
traditions and concerns of peasant studies scholarship. It provides both an introduction to
those unfamiliar with Chinese politics, as well as in-depth, new research for experts in the
field. This book was published as a special issue of the Journal of Peasant Studies.

Migrant Labor in China

China's Political Economy

China’s entry into the World Trade Organisation (WTO) has brought it unprecedented
opportunities and challenges, especially with regards to its agricultural development. This
publication presents a number of papers which consider how China can manage its reform
process under WTO integration, including issues such as the need to raise farmers'
incomes; market integration and pricing structures; the development of the rural areas; the
role of education in improving rural livelihoods and redeploying rural labour.

Women and Rural Development in China

How far will the current reforms in the Chinese countryside improve the position of peasant
women? In this timely analysis, Elizabeth Croll examines China's new rural policies which
have boosted agricultural production and radically altered its organisation. The inclusion in
one book of an up-to-date analysis of rural developments in China and a detailed
examination of the effects of rural development policies on women's production and
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reproduction between 1 949 and 1 978 provides the reader with a unique opportunity to
study the implications of the collectivisation and decollectivisation of ag.

Organizing China

Since the establishment of the People's Republic in 1949, Chinese Communist leaders
have constructed an administrative apparatus that has exercised broader and tighter
control over Chinese society than any previous government in the country's history. This is
a history of the development of Chinese organizational policy - a topic of constant concern
and often strident debate - from 1949 to the death of Mao Tse-tung in 1976. The author
argues that Chinese organizational policy has been controversial because of the
complexity of administrative problems, the effects of policy changes on the distribution of
power and status, and the philosophical dilemma of whether the efficiency of modern
bureaucracy outweighs its social and political costs. He also shows how extreme
approaches, such as demands during the Cultural Revolution that bureaucracy be
destroyed altogether or proposals during the 1950s that the bureaucracy be rationalized,
have been repeatedly rejected in favor of a policy more in keeping with much of Chinese
tradition: to recruit officials on the basis of their political views, subject them to ideological
indoctrination, and rely on mass campaigns to implement Party policy.

The Chinese Communist Party in Reform

Contrary to the expectations of many people, China's recent economic growth has not led
to the collapse of the Chinese Communist Party. In fact, the Party has recently carried out
a peaceful and orderly transition to the so-called fourth generation of leadership, has
revitalised itself, and created a new, younger and better trained cadre corps. Despite this
successful transformation, there continue to be many problems that the Party will need to
overcome if it is to remain in power, including pressures for democratization in both urban
and rural areas, widespread corruption, the emergence of new social groups, and
increasing dissatisfaction among workers who seem to be losing out in the present
transition process. The Chinese Communist Party in Reform explores the current state of
the Chinese Communist Party and the many challenges that it faces. It considers the
dynamics of development in China, the Party organization, recruitment and management,
and the Party's role in society more widely. It concludes by examining the prospects for the
future of the Party, including whether it will continue to be able to accommodate socio-
economic changes within China and pressures from abroad, and the likely nature of its
evolution. Overall, this book provides a comprehensive assessment of the internal
dynamics of the Chinese Communist Party and its role in Chinese society.

Rural Transformations and Development - China in Context

Rural Transformations and Development China in Context is a thoughtful book in both
senses penetrating and packed with ideas. True to its title, it takes the reader through the
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main socio-economic and political changes of Chinese rural society. The book brings
together a selected group of authoritative, international experts on agricultural
development with particular reference to China. It is a good read for everyone, and an
eminently recommendable text for professionals and students interested in issues of China
s rural change. Peter Ho, University of Groningen, The Netherlands This is an insightful
and excellent theoretical and empirical collection about China s contemporary agrarian
transformation critically studied not in isolation from either the urban sector or the broader
world, but in relation to these. It is a must-read for academics and development policy
practitioners who are interested in agrarian and development issues in China in particular
and the world more generally. Saturnino M. Borras Jr, Saint Mary s University, Canada
Bringing together contributions by some of the leading Western scholars working on paths
of rural transformation with studies by their counterparts in China, this book examines the
value of contemporary development theories for understanding the specificities of China s
trajectory of change. It is a first-class contribution both to Modern China studies and to the
renaissance of international research on agrarian change that is now going on. It deserves
a wide readership. John Harriss, Simon Fraser University at Vancouver, Canada
Interesting comparative perspectives are coupled to extensive on-the-ground research in
this exploration of the vast changes underway in China s villages. This book by 19
specialists pushes forward our knowledge of the circumstances and challenges faced by
an eighth of humankind. Jonathan Unger, Australian National University This unique book
explores the varied perspectives on contemporary processes of rural transformation and
policy intervention in China. The expert contributors combine a critical review of current
theoretical viewpoints and global debates with a series of case studies that document the
specificities of China s pathways to change. Central issues focus on the dynamics of state
peasant encounters; the diversification of labour and livelihoods; out-migration and the
blurring of rural and urban scenarios; the significance of issues of value and capital and
their gender implications; land ownership and sustainable resource management;
struggles between administrative cadres and local actors; and the dilemmas of
participatory development. Rural Transformations and Development China in Context will
prove a fascinating and stimulating read for academics and researchers in the areas of
Asian studies, development and agriculture, and public policy.

Rural Democracy in China

This book examines the status of village democracy, studies the achievements and the
problems, explains its dynamics, and investigates the prospects of China's
democratization. It challenges the skeptics with a nuanced assessment of village
democracy in its variety and diversity. It develops an understanding of how three key
factors - township, economy and kinship-- shape village democracy and account for the
variations of rural democracy. The extension of village to township elections has been
examined and an idea of mixed regime being formulated with an examination of its key
features and implications for our understanding of political development in China.
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Cooperative and Collective in China's Rural Development

The first book available devoted exclusively to China's rural organizational change and the
subsequent implications for rural societies and politics. Following China's successful
decollectivization, diverse new organizational forms arose in response to different local
situations. Yet the collective tradition did not die. The contributors dissect the closely
structured relationships among the newly emerging class of rural entrepreneurs, local
officials, and their family members and associates.

China
Author is an alumnus of Evanston Township High School, class of 1952.

Agricultural Policies in China After WTO Accession

This book presents a comprehensive assessment of China's economic statecraft and its
challenges. The contributors explore the various factors and dynamics that determine the
effectiveness of China's effort to turn its wealth into global power.

Challenges to China's Economic Statecraft

Chen provides an analysis of the political economy of rural development in China during
the reform era. Revolving around the central theme of statecraft, Chen's study gives a
concise and comprehensive treatment of the interaction of ideology and politics with
central policy and economic growth. He examines China's economic reform in historical
perspective, characterizes China's economic and political transformation since the reform,
and proposes that the Chinese Communist Party is being transformed into a party of
economics while China's ideology is becoming market-oriented communal socialism. In
addressing the issue of the Chinese path of development, Chen discusses the role of local
party organizations in China's modernization drive and the microform of market-oriented
communal socialism in the newly emerged village conglomerate, highlights the challenges
that China faces at the turn of the new century after 20 years of economic reform, and
analyzes the context of the introduction of village elections in 1990, and the establishment
of Deng Xiaoping's Theory as a new ideological discourse at the 15th National Congress
as well as the rationale behind them. In examining the connection between the two goals
of statecraft —improving people's welfare and strengthening the state—and between
central policies and local initiatives, Chen provides a study that will be of great interest to
scholars, students, and other researchers involved with contemporary Chinese politics and
development.

China's Second Revolution

Long known as the world's factory, China is the largest manufacturing economy ever seen,
accounting for more than 10% of global exports. China is also, of course, home to the
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largest workforce on the planet, the crucial element behind its staggering economic
success. But who are China's workers who keep the machine running, and how is the
labor process changing under economic reform? Pun Ngai, a leading expert in factory
labor in China, charts the rise of China as a world workshop and the emergence of a new
labor force in the context of the post-socialist transformations of the last three decades.
The book analyzes the role of the state and transnational interests in creating a new
migrant workforce deprived of many rights and social protection. As China increases its
output of high-value, high-tech products, particularly for its own growing domestic market
of middle-class consumers, workers are increasingly voicing their discontent through
strikes and protest, creating new challenges for the Party-State and the global division of
labor. Blending theory, politics, and real-world examples, this book will be an invaluable
guide for upper-level students and non-specialists interested in China's economy and
Chinese politics and society.

Ideology and Organization in Communist China

In 1949 a powerful political-military movement, led by the Chinese Communist party,
gained control of war-ravaged China, inheriting a disorganized administration and a society
eroded by decades of revolution. Within a short time China was so radically transformed
politically, economically, and socially that it appeared to have cut all links with the past.
The instruments of that transformation were ideology and organization. Today, seventeen
years later, the ideology and the organizational network, despite changes, remain as
powerful as they were in 1949. They still hold that vast country together politically and
determine its economic and social development. This book, after a discussion of ideology
in its first part, attempts to answer the question how Chinese Communist organization
functions and why it is so successful. The second part analyzes the organization of Party
and government, emphasizing methods of command and administration. The third part
looks at industrial organization: the problems of management and control, especially the
continuing struggle between the professionals and the politicians. The fourth part
investigates the Chinese Communist methods of organizing their cities and villages,
tracing the history of village organization from traditional times through the Yenan period,
the land reform of the late 1940's, and the collectivization of the mid-1950's to
communization in 1958. Although organization has been constantly changing in China,
basic patterns ar apparent. The book analyzes the most characteristic pattern in all
aspects of organization, the conflict between two incompatible elements or, in the Chinese
Communist terms, \"contradictions.\" The basic contradiction is that between professional
(\"expert\") and political (\"red\") elements. This contradiction dominates the two distinctive
periods in the short history of Communist China, the First Five-Year Plan (1953 - 1957)
and the so-called Great Leap Forward (1958 - 1960). The book describes how the Chinese
Communists attempted during the former period to emulate the Soviet organizational
experience, with stress on techniques and technology; and during the latter period to use
their own organizational methods to achieve economic progress. The presentation of the
contrast between these two models of organization sheds light on the significant
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differences between the Soviet Union and Communist China. This title is part of UC
Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press's
mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and
impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-
reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title
was originally published in 1966.

Organizing Rural China, Rural China Organizing

During the early 1980s China embarked on what can be seen as one of the world's largest
social experiments ever. Decollectivization meant much more than the reorganization of
agricultural production into family based farming. It signaled significant changes to rural
social relations, when privatization, marketization and increased geographical mobility
started tearing apart the economic and social institutions that had structured collective
village life under Mao. The focus of this book is on how rural society has been reorganized
in the 21st century. The first chapters outline the basic organizational structure of rural
China and can be used as an introduction to the topic in a classroom setting. They show
how the state and its social scientists draw up plans to overcome the perceived lack of
rural social organization, and discuss the often problem-ridden implementation of their
ideas. The second section presents case studies of institutions that organize key aspects
of rural life: Boarding schools where rural children learn to accept organizational
hierarchies; lineage organizations carving out new roles for themselves; \"dragonhead
enterprises\" expected to organize agricultural production and support rural development,
and several others. The book is of theoretical interest because of its focus on the re-
embedding, or reintegration, of individuals into new types of collectivities, which are less
predetermined by tradition and habit and more a matter of, at least perceived, individual
choice. Most chapters are based on extensive fieldwork and contain vivid examples from
daily life, which will make the book attractive to anyone who wants to understand how
Chinese villagers experience the extraordinary social changes they are going through.

Rural Communes in China, Organizational Problems

Study of organisational problems of communes and farms in China - refers to the period
from 1958 to date, covers historical aspects and early developments, economic
implications and political aspects, agricultural production, rural workers, labour mobility, the
wage payment system, problems and failures, etc., and includes a chapter on
developments during the period from 1963 to 1964. References.

Rural Finance and Credit Infrastructure in China
Although Chinas rural economy has made significant progress over the last twenty-five

years, rural finance and institutional reforms are still lagging behind. This publication
reviews the findings of an OECD meeting held in October 2003 and organised with the
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Chinese Government (with participants including Chinese policy makers and industry
experts, as well as representatives from the World Bank, the FAO, the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development and the Asian Development Bank). The meeting
discussed options for improving the countrys rural finance and institutional framework, as
well as considering the role that the Chinese government could play within the reform
process.

Chinain the Global Economy Rural Finance and Credit Infrastructure in
China

This publication presents the proceedings of a conference that took stock of achievements
China has made in agricultural finance and credit infrastructure and discussed how China
could best address future challenges in this area.

Challenges for China's Public Spending

This new and timely book addresses a series of questions regarding one of the most
important political developments in contemporary China: the state-led democratic practice
of village self-government in rural areas. Why would an authoritarian state promote
grassroots democratic reform? To what extent has this reform changed the local power
structures, grassroots governance, and state-peasant relations? What would be the
implications of this grassroots democratic reform for China's democratisation in the long
run? This book examines the origins, process, and impact of this paradoxical political
development and explores the dynamics of political change and mutually transforming
relations between the state and society in Post-Mao China. It argues that the practice of
village self-government was promoted by the Chinese party-state to cope with the dual
crises of legitimacy and governability it had faced in the countryside after a decade of rural
economic reforms.

Urbanization and Urban Governance in China

This book explores the process of urbanization and the profound challenges to China’s
urban governance. Economic productivity continues to rise, with increasingly uneven
distribution of prosperity and accumulation of wealth. The emergence of individual
autonomy including demands for more freedom and patrticipation in the governing process
has asked for a change of the traditional top-down control system. The vertical devolution
between the central and local states and horizontal competition among local governments
produced an uneasy political dynamics in Chinese cities. Many existing publications
analyze the urban transformation in China but few focuses on the governance challenges.
It is critical to investigate China’s urbanization, paying special attention to its challenges to
urban governance. This edited volume fills this gap by organizing ten chapters of
distinctive urban development and governance issues.
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Rural Democracy in China

Why does the Chinese government allow village elections? What implications do these
grass-roots level popular elections have for the democratization of China? By tracing the
history of village level governance reform, one of the premier authorities on electoral
reforms in China tackles these fundamental questions in this volume. According to the
author, there are two roots to the emergence of village elections in China: structural
changes in the village economy and bureaucratic politics. The author also identifies old
guard Peng Zhen, himself victimized by lawlessness during the Cultural Revolution, and
officials in the Ministry of Civil Affairs — an otherwise powerless bureaucracy that has
jurisdiction over rural governance issues — as the driving force behind the reform in the
government. The author believes that village elections have enormous political implications
for China: they represent yet another aspect of “creeping democratization” of the country.
Resistance from the status quo interests will be stiff, but democracy has a chance in the
alliance between the disgruntled population and reform-minded elites in the leadership.
Does economic prosperity increase the likelihood of political democracy? Using 1993
national survey data, the author examines the relationships between the level of economic
development and the rate of semi-competitive village elections. Data analysis suggests
that economic prosperity is positively associated with the occurrence of semi-competitive
elections only to a certain point, above which the association turns negative. In other
words, both the least and the most developed villages are less likely to hold semi-
competitive elections for the chair of the village committee, which is officially defined as “an
organization of self-governance of villagers”. The author also argues that rapid economic
development may delay the process of political development because incumbent leaders
can use newly acquired economic resources to consolidate their power. Contents:Electoral
Reform in Rural China: The Critical First Step Toward DemocracyEconomic Development
and Village Elections in Rural China Readership: General. Keywords:

Sustainable Development in Rural China

Sustainable development in marginal areas, especially in those where rural poverty and
environmental degradation are interwoven, is a great concern of development agencies
worldwide, and much effort is put into development programmes, technology transfer
schemes and so on. The problem is particularly acute in China, where increasing regional
differences and inequality are eroding governmental poverty reduction efforts and
exacerbating ecological crises. This book, based on extensive original research, examines
the situation in China, especially in the Loess Plateau of Shaanxi Province. It explores in
particular how farmers have organised themselves to initiate technical innovation, and
considers communication networks and co-operative mechanisms. It discusses successful
self-organisation, and how interfaces with external development agencies and with
institutional innovation might be handled, highlighting the potential of farmer innovation
initiatives, especially when they are linked with external development and environmental
improvement programmes.
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Peasants and Revolution in Rural China

This book explores rural political change in China from 1850 to 1949 to help us understand
China’s transformation from a weak, decaying agrarian empire to a unified, strong nation-
state during this period. Based on local gazetteers, contemporary field studies,
government archives, personal memoirs and other primary sources, it systematically
compares two key macro-regions of rural China — the North China plain and the Yangzi
delta — to demonstrate the ways in which the forces of political change, shaped by different
local conditions, operated to transform the country. It shows that on the North China plain,
the village community composed mainly of owner-cultivators was the focal point for
political mobilization, whilst in the Yangzi delta absentee landlordism was exploited by the
state for local control and tax extraction. However, these both set the stage, in different
ways, for the communist mobilization in the first half of the twentieth century. Peasants and
Revolution in Rural Chinais an important addition to the literature on the history of the
Chinese Revolution, and will be of interest to anyone seeking to understand the course of
Chinese social and political development.

Mutual Empowerment of State and Peasantry

China’s dramatic transformation over the past fifteen years has drawn its share of attention
and fear from the global community and world leaders. Far from the inward-looking days of
the Cultural Revolution, modern China today is the world’s fourth largest economy, with a
net product larger than that of France and the United Kingdom. And China’s dynamism is
by no means limited to its economy: enrollments in secondary and higher education are
rapidly expanding, and new means of communication are vastly increasing information
available to the Chinese public. In two decades, the Chinese government has also
transformed its foreign relations—Beijing is now consulted on virtually every key
development within the region. However, the Communist Party of China still dominates all
aspects of political life. The Politburo is still self-selecting, Beijing chooses province
governors, censorship is widespread, and treatment of dissidents remains harsh. In China,
leading experts provide an overview of the region, highlighting key issues as they
developed in the People’s Republic of China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan. Edited with an
introduction by David B. H. Denoon, an authority on China, this volume of articles covers
recent events and key issues in understanding this growing superpower. Organized into
three thematic sections—foreign policy and national security, economic policy and social
issues, and domestic politics and governance—the essays cover salient topics such as
China's military power, de-communization, growing economic strength, nationalism, and
the possibility for democracy. The volume also contains current maps as well as a “Recent
Chronology of Events” which provides a decade's worth of information on the region,
organized by year and by country. Contributors: Liu Binyan, David B.H. Denoon, Bruce J.
Dickson, June Teufel Dreyer, Michael Dutton, Elizabeth Economy, Barry Eichengreen,
Edward Friedman, Dru C. Gladney, Paul H. B. Godwin, Merle Goldman, Richard Madsen,
Barry Naughton, Lucian W. Pye, Tony Saich, David Shambaugh, Robert Sutter, Michael D.
Swaine, and Tyrene White.
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