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The Comparative Study of Electoral Systems

Citizensliving in presidential or parliamentary systems face different political choices as do voters casting votes in elections governed by rules of
proportional representation or plurality. Political commentators seem to know how such rules influence political behaviour. They firmly believe, for
example, that candidates running in plurality systems are better known and held more accountable to their constituencies than candidates competing
in elections governed by proportional representation. However, such assertions rest on shaky ground simply because solid empirical knowledge to
evaluate the impact of political institutions on individual political behaviour is still lacking. The Comparative Study of Electoral Systems has
collected data on political institutions and on individual political behaviour and scrutinized it carefully. In line with common wisdom results of most
analyses presented in this volume confirm that political institutions matter for individual political behaviour but, contrary to what is widely
believed, they do not matter much.

Political Parties Abroad

This book analyses parties beyond the national borders and their increasing institutionalization abroad, in order to understand their development,
their organisational specificities, their functions, and their impact on the party system and national politics at home. With 12 contrasted case studies,
it comparatively addresses a wide range of perspectives on political parties abroad and lays the foundation for aframework of analysis of political
parties abroad, contributing to a better understanding of transnationalism and long-distance democracy. The generalisation of overseas voting and
the development of representative institutions for emigrants has transformed the civic and political links between states and their diaspora. This has
also created new opportunities for political parties, with the task to reach out to citizens living abroad, mobilize them for elections, and even
organize their representation at home. This book represents the first in-depth study of an emerging phenomenon. This book will be of key interest to
scholars and students of political parties/party politics, immigration, and more broadly to democracy studies and comparative politics.

Electoral Systemsand Party Systems

This text presents a new approach to understanding political parties. It sheds light on the inner dynamics of party politics and offersa
comprehensive analysis of one of the most important processes any party undertakes, its process of candidate selection.

The Strain of Representation

The Strain of Representation assesses and explains the extent to which political parties across Europe as a whole have succeeded in representing
diverse voters. The authors note two important features of the European political landscape that complicate the task of ng party representation
and that require its reassessment: First, the emergence of new democraciesin post-Communist Central and Eastern Europe point to the possibility
that representation is not only differentially achieved in West and East but may also be attained by different mechanisms. Second, partiesin both
West and East must now seek to represent voters that are increasingly diverse, specifically between partisan and independent supporters. The book
refers to the challenges of representation of diverse voters as 'the strain of representation’. The evidential basis for the empirical analysis are expert
surveys conducted in 24 European countries on party positions that have been merged with other available data on voters, party characteristics, and
country conditions. The results point to both the representational capacities of partiesin West and East and to the strain that partiesfacein
representing diverse voters.

Representing Eur ope's Citizens?
Publisher description

Electoral Systemsand Conflict in Divided Societies

This paper is one of a series being prepared for the National Research Council's Committee on International Conflict Resolution. The committee
was organized in late 1995 to respond to a growing need for prevention, management, and resolution of violent conflict in the international arena, a
concern about the changing nature and context of such conflict in the post-Cold War era, and a recent expansion of knowledge in the field. The
committee's main goal isto advance the practice of conflict resolution by using the methods and critical attitude of science to examine the
effectiveness of various techniques and concepts that have been advanced for preventing, managing, and resolving international conflicts. The
committee's research agenda has been designed to supplement the work of other groups, particularly the Carnegie Corporation of New Y ork's
Commission on Preventing Deadly Conflict, which issued itsfinal report in December 1997. The committee has identified a number of specific
techniques and concepts of current interest to policy practitioners and has asked leading specialists on each one to carefully review and analyze
available knowledge and to summarize what is known about the conditions under which each is or is not effective. These papers present the results
of their work.

Mixed-Member Electoral Systems. The Best of Both Worlds?

Mixed-member electoral systems may well be the electoral reform of the 21st century. In the view of many electoral reformers, mixed systems offer
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the best of both the traditional British single-seat district system and PR systems. This book seeksto evaluate: why these systems have recently
appealed to many countries with diverse electoral histories; and how well expectations for these systems have been met. - ;Mixed-member electoral
systems may well be the electoral reform of the 21st century. In the view of many electoral reformers, mixed-member systems offer the best of both
the traditional British single-seat district system and PR systems. This book seeks to evaluate: why mixed-member systems have recently appeal ed
to many countries with diverse electoral histories; and how well expectations for these systems have been met. Each major country, which has
adopted a mixed system thus, has two chapters in this book, one on origins and one on consequences. These countries are Germany, New Zealand,
Italy, Israel, Japan, Venezuela, Bolivia, Mexico, Hungary, and Russia. In addition, there are also chapters on the prospects for a mixed-member
system being adopted in Britain and Canada, respectively. The material presented suggests that mixed-member systems have been largely
successful thus far. They appear to be more likely than most other electoral systems to generate two-bloc party systems, without in the process
reducing minor parties to insignificance. In addition, they are more likely than any other class of electoral system to simultaneously generate local
accountability as well as a nationally-oriented party system. Mixed-member electoral systems have now joined majoritarian and proportional
systems as basic options which must be considered whenever electoral systems are designed or redesigned. Such a development represents a
fundamental change in thinking about electoral systems around the world. - ;An important and timely contribution ... an excellent reference book
that provides unique and extensive coverage of adiverse range of cases. - Japanese Journal of Political Science;The book provides a useful
classification of some electoral system elementsin two dimensions: inter-party (majoritarian vs. proportional) and intra-party (candidates vs. parties
dominance), as well as ten single-country good reading studies. - West European Politics; The core of the book, especially the section on how MMP
systems came to be introduced in the ten case study countries, will have lasting value for its detail ... the editors' contributions are excellent: they
have done much more than simply collate a series of chapters. As awhole, the book will provide an important reference work for the study of what,
in their words, 'might prove to be the electoral reform of the twenty-first century'. - Representation

Do Parties Still Represent?

This book examines the representativeness of party membership and analyses the potential consequences of changing representativeness. Parties
with high membership ratios, as well as those experiencing severe decline, are compared and examined across countries with varying constitutional
arrangements and party systems. The book discusses whether changing representative capacities lead to declining political representation of (group)
interests, less representative party candidate selection processes and declining legitimacy for the political system. The book bridges two subareas
that are usually not in conversation with each other: literature on the decline of party membership and that on group representation (gender, ethnic
minorities and other social groups). Thistext will be of key interest to students and scholars of party politics, political parties, representation and
elections, and more broadly to people interested in European and comparative politics.

Representation

Featuring twelve essays that engage with national, provincial, and municipal governments across three continents, Representation examines the core
elements and challenges of fair, effective political institutions, providing an invaluable roadmap to better democratic representation in the twenty-
first century.

Linking Citizensand Parties

Thistext addresses familiar questions about political representation. These fundamental questions are paired with the empirical observation of
Western European democracies during the last 30 years. The study highlights the pathways through which citizens political preferences are
expressed by their political parties.

Platform or Personality?

Campaign organizers and the media appear to agree that voters' perceptions of party leaders have an important impact in elections.Platform or
Personality? examines voters evaluations of party leadersin elections around the world and finds that |eaders have an unmistakeable and consistent
impact on voters decisions at the ballot box

Politicsin South Asia

The book introduces central themes that have preoccupied the field of South Asian politics over the last few decades and identifies new, emerging
areas of research. Presenting both general political theory and context-specific case studies, the collection draws attention to the methodol ogical
challenges of working on an area-specific theme and the importance of generating generalizable insights linked to theory. Hence it will be of
interest for political scientists working on South Asian politics as well as on other non-Western societies. The collection represents an unusually
broad survey of scholarship emerging from arange of leading academic centresin the field.

Political Partiesand Democratic Linkage

Isthe party over? Parties are the central institutions of representative democracy, but criticsincreasingly claim that parties are failing to perform
their democratic functions. This book assembles unprecedented cross-national evidence to assess how parties link the individual citizen to the
formation of governments and then to government policies. Using the Comparative Study of Electoral Systems and other recent cross-national data,
the authors examine the workings of this party linkage process across established and new democracies. Political parties still dominate the electoral
process in shaping the discourse of campaigns, the selection of candidates, and mobilizing citizens to vote. Equally striking, partieslink citizen
preferences to the choice of representatives, with strong congruence between voter and party Left/Right positions. These preferences are then
trandlated in the formation of coalition governments and their policies. The authors argue that the critics of parties have overlooked the ability of
political parties to adapt to changing conditionsin order to perform their crucia linkage functions. As the context of politics and societies have
changed, so too have political parties. Political Parties and Democratic Linkage argues that the process of party government is alive and well in
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most contemporary democracies.
Activating the Citizen

The decline of citizen involvement affects two key elements of democratic government: elections and political parties. Activating the Citizen
examines the reasons underlying citizen withdrawal and explores and assesses innovative approaches on both sides of the Atlantic to try to counter
these phenomena.

Electoral Systems

This text gives students a comprehensive view of the British electoral system. Itsinnovative comparative and theoretical approach will provide a
link between courses in British politics, comparative politics and political theory.

Globalization and M ass Poalitics

Analyzes how increases in international trade, finance, and production have altered voter decisions, political party positions, and the issues that
parties focus on in postindustrial democracies.

Citizens, Context, and Choice

A large body of electoral studies and political party research argues that the institutional context defines incentives that shape citizen participation
and voting choice. With the unique resources of the Comparative Study of Electoral Systems, this book provides the first systematic evaluation of
thistopic. A distinguished international team of electoral scholars finds that the institutional context has only a modest impact on citizen political
choices compared to individual level factors. Furthermore, the formal institutional characteristics of electoral systems that have been most
emphasized by electoral studies researchers have less impact than characteristics of the party system that are separate from formal institutions.
Advanced multi-level analyses demonstrate that contextual effects are more often indirect and interactive, and thus their effects are typically not
apparent in single nation election studies. The results have the potential to reshape our understanding of how the institutional framework and
context of election matters, and the limits of institutional design in shaping citizen electoral behavior.

Party Governance and Party Democr acy

\u200b\u200bGiven the centrality of political partiesin modern democracies, most research on these systems either directly address their internal
functioning and activities or question their critical role. Political science has moved from describing institutions to the thorough analysis of behavior
within these institutions and the interactions between them. The inevitable consequences of the maturing and institutionalization of the discipline of
political science in many countries include the forming of sub-fields and specialized research communities. At the same time the number of
democracies has vastly increased since the 1980s and athough not each attempt at democratization was eventually successful, more heterogeneous
systems with some form of party competition exist than ever before. As a consequence, the literature addressing the large issues of party democracy
spreads over many research fields and has become difficult to master for individual students of party democracy and party governance. The present
volume sets out to review the behavior and larger role of political partiesin modern democracies. In so doing the book takes its departure from the
idea that the main contribution of political parties to the working of democracy istheir role as vehicles of political competition in systems of
government. Consequently the focusis not merely in the internal functioning of political parties, but rather their behavior the electoral, legidlative,
and governmental arenas. Thus several chapters address how political parties perform within the existing institutional frameworks. One more
chapter looks at the role of political partiesin building and adapting these institutions. Finally, two chapters explicitly address the party
contributions to democracy in established and new democracies, respectively.\u200b\u200b

Politics at the Centre

Linking Citizensand Parties
Linking Citizens and Parties highlights the pathways through which citizens political preferences are expressed by their political parties.
When Citizens Decide

Three unprecedented large-scale democratic experiments have recently taken place. Citizen assemblies on electoral reform were conducted in
British Columbia, the Netherlands, and Ontario. Groups of randomly selected ordinary citizens were asked to independently design the next
electoral system. In each case, the participants spent almost an entire year learning about electoral systems, consulting the public, deliberating,
debating, and ultimately deciding what specific institution should be adopted. When Citizens Decide uses these unique cases to examine clams
about citizens capacity for democratic deliberation and active engagement in policy-making. It offers empirical insight into numerous debates and
provides answers to a series of key questions: 1) Are ordinary citizens able to decide about a complex issue? Are their decisions reasonable? 2) Who
takes part in such proceedings? Are they dominated by people dissatisfied by the status quo? 3) Do some citizens play a more prominent role than
others? Are decisions driven by the most vocal or most informed members? 4) Did the participants decide by themselves? Were they influenced by
staff, political parties, interest groups, or the public hearings? 5) Does participation in a deliberative process foster citizenship? Did participants
become more trusting, tolerant, open-minded, civic-minded, interested in politics, and active in politics? 6) How do the other political actors react?
Can the electorate accept policy proposals made by a group of ordinary citizens? The analyses rely upon various types of evidence about both the
inner workings of the assemblies and the reactions toward them outside: multi-wave panel surveys of assembly members, content analysis of
newspaper coverage, and public opinion survey data. The lessons drawn from this research are relevant to those interested in political participation,
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public opinion, deliberation, public policy, and democracy. Comparative Politicsis a series for students, teachers, and researchers of political
science that deals with contemporary government and politics. Global in scope, books in the series are characterised by a stress on comparative
analysis and strong methodological rigour. The seriesis published in association with the European Consortium for Political Research. For more
information visit: www.essex.ac.uk/ecpr. The Comparative Politics Seriesis edited by Professor David M. Farrell, School of Politics and
International Relations, University College Dublin, Kenneth Carty, Professor of Political Science, University of British Columbia, and Professor
Dirk Berg-Schlosser, Institute of Political Science, Philipps University, Marburg.

Electoral Engineering

From Kosovo to Kabul, the last decade witnessed growing interest in ?electoral engineering?. Reformers have sought to achieve either greater
government accountability through majoritarian arrangements or wider parliamentary diversity through proportional formula. Underlying the
normative debates are important claims about the impact and consequences of electoral reform for political representation and voting behavior. The
study compares and eval uates two broad schools of thought, each offering contracting expectations. One popular approach claims that formal rules
define electoral incentives facing parties, politicians and citizens. By changing these rules, rational choice institutionalism claims that we have the
capacity to shape political behavior. Alternative cultural modernization theories differ in their emphasis on the primary motors driving human
behavior, their expectations about the pace of change, and also their assumptions about the ability of formal institutional rules to ater, rather than
adapt to, deeply embedded and habitual social norms and patterns of human behavior.

Electoral System Design
Publisher Description

Electoral Systemsand Governance

Diversity and dissent have been shown to improve decision-making in small groups. This understanding can be extended to the political arenaand
in turn it can enlighten ideas about policy-making. This book focuses on the relationship between electoral institutions and policy outcomesin order
to effectively explore the impact of diversity and dissent on the political arena. In doing so, it provides an empirical assessment of three key areas:
the diversity of political information. policy innovation. pandering. Drawing on economics, psychology, organization theory, and computer science,
this innovative volume makes an important contribution to scholarship on the impact of electoral systems and the democratic nature of
governments. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of governance, electoral systems, representation, comparative politics, public
policy, democratic government and political theory.

When Citizens Decide

Three large-scal e democratic experiments have taken place in which groups of randomly selected ordinary citizens were asked to independently
design the next electoral system. The lessons drawn from the research are relevant for those interested in political participation, public opinion,
deliberation, public policy, and democracy.

The Palitics of Electoral Systems

Electoral systems matter. They are acrucial link in the chain connecting the preferences of citizens to the policy choices made by governments.
They are chosen by political actors and, once in existence, have political consequences for those actors. They are an important object of study for
anyone interested in the political process, and in this book we subject them to systematic analysis. In addition to some comparative chapters, the
book contains full accounts of the operation of electoral systemsin 22 countries: France, the UK, Germany, Italy, Israel, Spain, Austria, Belgium,
Denmark, Finland, The Netherlands, Ireland, Hungary, Russia, Australia, Canada, India, the USA, Japan, New Zeaand, Chile, and South Africa.
The book provides detailed analyses of the operation of adiverse set of electoral systemsin their national context. Each chapter explains how the
electoral system really worksin the given country, examining the strategic incentives the system provides tovoters, candidates, and parties. All
country chapters have a common format and structure. Successive sections analyse: the institutional context; how each electoral system was chosen
historically; how the current electoral system operates (the rules, mechanics, and ballot structure); and the political consequences of the current
system (the impact on the party system, the internal life of parties, and the impact on parliament and government formation). Each country chapter
then contains afinal section which focuses on the politicization of electoral ingtitutions. In recent years many countries have changed their electoral
systems, either entirely or in part so there is a strong focus on the processes of electoral reform, both historically and prospectively. The book
concentrates on the real world 'politics, aswell asthe 'political science' of electoral systems. The book will be of interest to those concerned with
the practical political business of electoral reform. The bookcontains a wealth of evidence about the performance of various kinds of proportional
representation and of non-PR systems. Thiswill be invaluable for anyone interested in the question: 'What would be the best electoral system for
my country?

When Citizens Decide

Three unprecedented large-scale democratic experiments have taken place in which groups of randomly selected ordinary citizens were asked to
independently design the next electoral system. The lessons drawn from the research are relevant for those interested in political participation,
public opinion, deliberation, public policy, and democracy

Faces on the Ballot

The authors propose a volume which will explore the reasons for, and consequences of, the increasing personalisation of electoral systems.
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Elections and Demaocr acy

'Elections and Democracy' is based on data from the Comparative Study of Electoral Systems, spanning 36 countries. It considers the majoritarian
and consensus models of democracy and how their embodiment in institutional structures influence vote choice, political participation and
satisfaction within a functioning democracy.

Parliament the Mirror of the Nation

The notion of 'representative democracy' seems unguestionably familiar today, but how did the Victorians understand democracy, parliamentary
representation, and diversity?

Electoral Systems

Thistext is designed to give students a comprehensive view of the British electoral system. Its innovative comparative and theoretical approach will
provide alink between coursesin British politics, comparative politics and political theory. The book looks at electoral systemsin relation to
democratic theory and examines the justification for modern electoral rules. It compares parliamentary elections with various other kinds of
election, and it looks at the differences between British experience and that of other countries. Andrew Reeve and Alan Ware aim to inform the
debate about whether our electoral system should be reformed, by raising such crucial issues as the connection between democracy and the electoral
process, the significance of the territorial dimension in the British electoral system, and the role the election system playsin alocating valuesin a
society.

Democracy Within Parties

Politics at the Centre studies the ways in which political parties select and remove their leadersin five parliamentary democracies. Australia,
Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom. It addresses the subject through cross national comparison of 25 parties in these countries
from 1965 to the present day.

Comparing Electoral Systems

David Farrell examines the different types of electoral system currently employed in democratic countries with the coverage being slightly more
biased in favour of the current debate on reform in the UK.

The Poalitics of Electoral Reform

Electionslie at the heart of democracy, and this book seeks to understand how the rules governing those elections are chosen. Drawing on both
broad comparisons and detailed case studies, it focuses upon the electoral rules that govern what sorts of preferences voters can express and how
votes tranglate into seatsin alegisature. Through detailed examination of electoral reform politicsin four countries (France, Italy, Japan, and New
Zedland), Alan Renwick shows how major electoral system changes in established democracies occur through two contrasting types of reform
process. Renwick regjects the simple view that electoral systems always straightforwardly reflect the interests of the politiciansin power. Politicians
motivations are complex; politicians are sometimes unable to pursue reforms they want; occasionally, they are forced to accept reforms they
oppose. The Palitics of Electoral Reform shows how voters and reform activists can have real power over electoral reform.

Routledge Handbook of Compar ative Political Institutions

The Routledge Handbook of Comparative Political Institutions (HCPI) is designed to serve as a comprehensive reference guide to our accumul ated
knowledge and the cutting edge of scholarship about political institutions in the comparative context. It differs from existing handbooks in that it
focuses squarely on institutions but also discusses how they intersect with the study of mass behaviour and explain important outcomes, drawing on
the perspective of comparative politics. The Handbook is organized into three sections. The first section, consisting of six chapters, is organized
around broad theoretical and empirical challenges affecting the study of institutions. It highlights the major issues that emerge among scholars
defining, measuring, and analyzing institutions. The second section includes fifteen chapters, each of which handles a different substantive
institution of importance in comparative politics. This section covers traditional topics, such as electoral rules and federalism, aswell asless
conventional but equally important areas, including authoritarian institutions, labor market institutions, and the military. Each chapter not only
provides a summary of our current state of knowledge on the topic, but also advances claims that emphasise the research frontier on the topic and
that should encourage greater investigation. The final section, encompassing seven chapters, examines the relationship between institutions and a
variety of important outcomes, such as political violence, economic performance, and voting behavior. The ideais to consider what features of the
political, sociological, and economic world we understand better because of the scholarly attention to institutions. Featuring contributions from
leading researchers in the field from the US, UK, Europe and el sewhere, this Handbook will be of great interest to all students and scholars of
political institutions, political behaviour and comparative politics. Jennifer Gandhi is Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Emory
University. Rubén Ruiz-Rufino is Lecturer in International Politics, Department of Political Economy, King's College London.

The Oxford Handbook of Political Representation in Liberal Democracies

\"How can democracies effectively represent citizens? The goal of this Handbook is to evaluate comprehensively how well the interests and
preferences of mass publics become represented by institutions in liberal democracies. It first explores how the idea and institutions of liberal
democracies were formed over centuries and became enshrined in Western political systems. The contributors to this Handbook, made up of the
world's leading scholars on the various aspects of political representation, examine how well the political elites and parties who are charged with the
representation of the public interest meet their duties. Clearly, ingtitutions often fail to live up to their own representation goals. With thisin mind,
the contributors explore several challenges to the way that the system of representation is organized in modern democracies. For example, actors
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such as parties and established elites face rising distrust among electorates. Also, the rise of international problems such as migration and
environmentalism suggests that the focus of democracies on nation states may have to shift to amore international level. All told, this Handbook
illuminates the normative and functional challenges faced by representative institutions in liberal democracies\”--

TheLimits of Electoral Reform

Institutions 'matter' to electoral reform advocates and political scientists - both argue that variation in electoral institutions affect how elected
officials and citizens behave. Change the rules, and citizen engagement with politics can be renewed. Y et alook at the record of electoral reform
reveals a string of disappointments. This book examines a variety of reforms, including campaign finance, direct democracy, legidative term limits,
and changes to the electoral system itself. This study finds electoral reforms have limited, and in many cases, no effects. Despite reform advocates
claims, and contrary to the 'institutions matter' literature, findings here suggest there are hard limits to effects of electoral reform. The explanations
for this are threefold. The first is political. Reformers exaggerate claims about transformative effects of new electoral rules, yet their goal may
simply be to maximize their partisan advantage. The second is empirical. Cross-sectional comparative research demonstrates that variation in
electoral institutions corresponds with different patterns of political attitudes and behaviour. But this method cannot assess what happens when rules
are changed. Using examples from the US, UK, New Zealand, Australia, and elsewhere this book examines attitudes and behaviour across time
where rules were changed. Results do not match expectations from the institutional literature. Third isa point of logic. Thereis an inflated sense of
the effects of institutions generally, and of electoral ingtitutions in particular. Given the larger social and economic forces at play, it isunrealistic to
expect that changes in electoral arrangements will have substantial effects on political engagement or on how people view politics and politicians.
Institutional reform is an almost constant part of the political agenda in democratic societies. Someone, somewhere, always has a proposal not just
to change the workings of the system but to reform it. The book is about how and why such reforms disappoint. Comparative Politicsis a series for
students, teachers, and researchers of political science that deals with contemporary government and politics. Global in scope, books in the series
are characterised by a stress on comparative analysis and strong methodological rigour. The series is published in association with the European
Consortium for Political Research. For more information visit: www.ecprnet.eu. The Comparative Politics seriesis edited by Professor David M.
Farrell, School of Politics and International Relations, University College Dublin, and Kenneth Carty, Professor of Political Science, University of
British Columbia.

Electoral Systemsand Palitical Context

Electoral Systems and Political Context illustrates how political and social context conditions the effects of electoral rules. The book examines
electoral behavior and outcomesin countries that use 'mixed-member' electoral systems— where voters cast one ballot for a party list under
proportional representation (PR) and one for a candidate in a single member district (SMD). Based on comparisons of outcomes under the two
different rules used in mixed-member systems, the book highlights how electoral systems' effects — especially strategic voting, the number of parties
and women's representation — tend to be different in new democracies from what one usually sees in established democracies. Moreover, electoral
systems such as SMDs are usually presumed to constrain the number of partiesirrespective of the level of social diversity, but this book
demonstrates that social diversity frequently shapes party fragmentation even under such restrictive rules.

Comparing Democr acies

The benchmark first and second editions of Comparing Democracies represented essential guides to the global study of elections. Reflecting recent
developments in the field, this timely third edition gives an indispensable state-of-the art review of the whole field from the world's |eading
international scholars. With a completely new thematic introduction which explores how democracy is built and sustained, thoroughly updated
chapters (many of which are also new) , the third edition provides a theoretical and comparative understanding of the major topics related to
elections and introduces important work on key new areas. Comparing Democracies, third edition will remain a must-read for students and lecturers
of elections and voting behaviour, comparative politics, parties, and democracy. Contents. Introduction: Building and Sustaining Democracy
Lawrence LeDuc, Richard G. Niemi, and Pippa Norris PART |: ELECTORAL INSTITUTIONS AND PROCESSES Electora Systems and
Election Management Elisabeth Carter and David M. Farrell Political Parties and Party Systems Susan E. Scarrow Party and Campaign Finance
Ingrid van Biezen Election Campaigns Christopher Wlezien Campaign Communications and Media Claes H. de Vreese PART Il: PUBLIC
OPINION AND VOTING Ideology, Partisanship and Democratic Development Russell J. Dalton Political Participation André Blais Elections and
the Economy Timothy Hellwig Women and Elections Marian Sawer Conclusion The Consequences of Elections G. Bingham Powell

Organizing Palitical Parties

Political party organizations play large roles in democracies, yet their organizations differ widely, and their statutes change much more frequently
than constitutions or electoral laws. How do these differences, and these frequent changes, affect the operation of democracy? This book seeksto
answer these questions by presenting a comprehensive overview of the state of party organization in nineteen contemporary democracies. Using a
unique new data collection, the book's chapters test propositions about the reasons for variation and similarities across party organizations. They
find more evidence of within-country similarity than of cross-national patterns based on party ideology. After exploring parties organizational
differences, the remaining chapters investigate the impact of these differences. The volume considers awide range of theories about how party
organization may affect political life, including the impact of party rules on the selection of female candidates, the links between party decision
processes and the stability of party programmes, the connection between party finance sources and public trust in political parties, and whether the
strength of parties’ extra-parliamentary organization affects the behaviour of their elected legislators. Collectively these chapters help to advance
comparative studies of elections and representation by inserting party institutions and party agency more firmly into the centre of such studies.
Comparative Politicsis a series for researchers, teachers, and students of political science that deals with contemporary government and politics.
Global in scope, books in the series are characterised by a stress on comparative analysis and strong methodological rigour. The seriesis published
in association with the European Consortium for Political Research. For more information visit: www.ecprnet.eu. The seriesis edited by Emilie van
Haute, Professor of Political Science, Université libre de Bruxelles; Ferdinand MUller-Rommel, Director of the Center for the Study of Democracy,
L euphana University; and Susan Scarrow, Chair of the Department of Political Science, University of Houston.
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